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Ralph Evans, 87, of Ocean View and Bethany
Beach, Delaware, formerly of Mendham, N.J.,
died suddenly on April 16, 2015, following
a short illness. Born on December 20, 1927,
Ralph was one of the original members of the
ISI and was an active member in MIRMA.
He was a professional skater who started
his career at Center Theater (the twin theater
next door to Radio City Music Hall) and then
toured in a South American ice show before
joining the Hollywood Ice Revue.

that you are a part of ISI — the
original and only independent
trade association representing the
skating industry. Share that ISI has exposed tens
of millions of people to the joys of skating and that
many World and Olympic champions — including
Dorothy Hamill, Kristi Yamaguchi, Evan Lysacek,
Mirai Nagasu, Michelle Kwan, Sasha Cohen,
Ashley Wagner, Jason Brown and many more —
got their start with ISI. Be ISI PROUD!
ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK
CELEBRATES 30 YEARS
On October 30, Ice Theatre of New York (ITNY) will
kick off its 30th anniversary season celebrations with
its annual Benefit Gala at 7 p.m. at The Lighthouse
at Chelsea Piers in New York City. The event,
chaired by Emmy Award-winning choreographer
Sarah Kawahara and Kenny Moir, original ITNY
company member, will recognize the ITNY skaters,
choreographers and supporters over the last 30 years.
ITNY will also pay tribute to the late Toller Cranston.
ITNY has changed the face of figure skating by
creating works that integrate the sensibilities of
contemporary dance, music and art. In addition
to performing, ITNY reaches out to the next
generation of skaters through its education,
community outreach and training programs.

From 1950-1956, he and his wife, Sylvia,
both skated and toured North America in
Hollywood Ice Revue headlined by the late
Barbara Ann Scott. Following their tour,
Evans worked for Michael Kirby Ice Skating
Schools in the Chicago area and was the first
skating instructor at Northwestern University.
He moved to New Jersey in 1960, where
he started his own chain of skating schools
– The Ralph Evans Ice Skating Schools –
in Westfield, Short Hills, Cherry Hill and
Edgewater. Many of his students that started
in The Ralph Evans Ice Skating Schools went
on to become professional coaches, including
his son Kelly J. Evans.

FMC has completed the purchase of the Blackstone
Valley Ice Arena in Hopedale, Mass. The arena,
re-named FMC Blackstone Valley IcePlex, held an
open house and began on-ice activities in August.

Ralph retired in 1982 but always kept
up with skating. He is survived by his wife,
his five children — Mitchell, Tracy, Russell,
Kelly and Todd — and their spouses, 11
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.

The single-surface, 32,100 square-foot ice
facility will be home to the Central MA Outlaws,
the United WeSk8 special needs skating program,
and high school hockey teams from Hopedale,
Milford, Holliston and Medway.

WEAR NEW ISI PINS WITH PRIDE!
As of July, new and renewing Professional
members will receive an ISI membership pin in the
mail. Wear them proudly and loudly, proclaiming

For tickets and information, visit icetheatre.org.
FMC ICE SPORTS PURCHASES
BLACKSTONE VALLEY ARENA

FMC will also offer public skating, parties, school
skating, weSKATE learn-to-skate programs for all
ages, the Bruins FUNdamentals Beginner Hockey
School, figure skating programs, adult instructional
hockey programs and No-Check adult hockey leagues.
I S I E D G E FA L L 2 0 15

CO

With today’s concern for the environment, energy efficiency and safety,
CO2 is now a much superior option over all synthetic refrigerants. It is
natural, non-toxic, non-flammable with no net greenhouse effect.

The CIMCO Advantage

CIMCO’s exclusive, patented technology, ECO2 CHILL Thermal Plant,
provides you with the finest, most energy efficient CO2 ice rink system
available. Major operational benefits include:

The
ECO-FRIENDLY,
Ice Rink
System

• abundant high-grade heat reclaim (above 140ºF and
suitable for boiler replacement)
• full low-grade heat reclaim (at 100ºF for underfloor
heating, potable water and snow melting pit)
• efficient compressor operation

• very low pumping power (as much as 90% less energy
required compared to other systems)
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• superior CIMCO ice quality and consistent ice temperatures
(CO2 enters and leaves the refrigerated slab at the same temperature)

• and a future-proof answer as a refrigerant

With over 100 years as the leader and most experienced company
in ice rink design, engineering, manufacture, installation and service,
you can rely on CIMCO to provide you with an affordable,
high-performance refrigeration system that is exactly right for you.

Call us today to learn more about
our eco-friendly, safe ECO2 CHILL
Thermal Plant system.

www.cimcorefrigeration.com

TA-DA! Conference Is a

S-U-C-C-E-S-S!
by Eileen Viglione

ISI staff members
welcoming attendees.

T

he 2015 ISI Annual Ice Arena
Conference & Trade Show headed
to New England’s largest metropolitan area, Boston, May 26-28 to continue
its longstanding tradition of offering
members invaluable professional development and networking opportunities.
With her “laughter is the best medicine” message, keynote speaker Loretta
LaRoche had attendees in stiches at
Tuesday’s conference opening luncheon,
sponsored by K&K Insurance Inc. A
stress management consultant and author,
LaRoche commanded the crowd with her
witty satire on today’s culture — stressed
out, and over-scheduled, with faces and
fingers fixated on mobile devices. We are
so busy, and so busy complaining about
how busy we are, we don’t even have time
to laugh, she said. Instead, we write LOL.
Many ISI members were heard repeating her mantras of “NOOOBODY cares!”
and “TA-DA” throughout the week … and
likely back at their rink, office or home!
LaRoche’s performance proved to be an
enlightening experience, ideal for the start
of ISI’s annual event. In attendance that
afternoon was four-time Olympic hockey
medalist Julie Chu, who made a special
appearance to conduct a leadership class
that morning.
Once again, all four iAIM certification
tracks were incorporated into the threeday conference session schedule. (For
more information on iAIM at conference,
please see page 14.)

Travis Roy and Juie Chu
Tracy Griffin Photography

ISI President Rob McBride welcomed
attendees at the President’s Awards
Dinner that night. It was a remarkable
evening honoring many devoted ISI individuals and industry supporters.

Michelle Kwan and Frank Carroll

Highlights included the induction of twotime Olympian and World Championship
silver medalist David Santee into the
ISI Hall of Fame and the presentation of
the ISI Lifetime Achievement Award to
RECEPTION & AWARDS DINNER esteemed skating coach Frank Carroll.
At Tuesday’s reception, surprise guest To the delight of many attendees, Michele
Travis Roy delivered an emotional and Kwan, a two-time Olympic medalist
inspiring message of perseverance, hope and five-time World Champion, made a
and compassion. Twenty years ago, in his special, surprise appearance to present
first-ever shift as a Boston University hockey the Lifetime Achievement Award to her
player, Roy fell headfirst into the boards, former coach. (For more awards recipients,
leaving him a quadriplegic. Roy has spent please see page 8.)
Wednesday kicked off with a contia lifetime inspiring others and raising funds
nental
breakfast provided by FMC Ice
for spinal cord research and equipment.
6

Sports followed by on-ice sessions at FMC
Cronin Rink in Revere, Mass. The day
was filled with informative workshops by
numerous industry and ISI professionals,
including Debbie and Gerry Lane, Cindy
Solberg and Jordan Mann. Highlights of
the day included demonstrations by Frank
Carroll, who instructed on proper jumping techniques, and Mark Mitchell of
The Skating Club of Boston, who walked
participants through his choreography
process.
The trade show opened that afternoon,
featuring a hearty buffet lunch, sponsored
by Becker Arena Products, Inc., and beer
and snacks sponsored by Safehold Special
Risk Inc., Maximum Solutions, Inc., and
Energie Innovation, Inc. A reception,
sponsored by ARID-Ice by Controlled
Dehumidification IMS, rounded out the
evening, along with the announcement of
ISIA Education Foundation silent auction
winners. All proceeds benefit the foundation’s scholarship program. (For more
information on the ISIA auction, please
see page 16.)
Thursday’s breakfast roundtables,
sponsored by Fine Designs, Inc., were
well attended and discussion ensued over
topics such as grants and fundraising,
PSA ratings, internship programs, hockey
instruction and more.
Classes continued on Thursday and
included a popular off-ice jump techniques session with Peter Johansson, a
four-time Swedish champion and former
Olympic competitor.
The ISIA Education Foundation’s
Benefit Cruise on the Salem Sound
wrapped up another successful ISI event.
Participants enjoyed cocktails, hors
d’oeuvres and tranquil sunset views, while
conversing with industry peers.
Next year’s annual ISI conference will
be a joint venture with PSA, May 31-June
4 at Planet Hollywood in Las Vegas. Make
sure to save the dates!
I S I E D G E FA L L 2 0 15

As a trusted provider of sports and recreation
insurance, K&K is committed to helping you
succeed by offering quality coverage and services
designed for your organization. K&K’s expertise
is respected throughout the industry; we are
your solution for affordable insurance coverage.
It’s easy to work with K&K—visit our website now
for more information.
• Over 60 years of insurance and claims experience
• Competitive rates and coverage

K&K Insurance Group, Inc. is a licensed insurance producer in all states (TX license #13924); operating in CA, NY and MI as K&K Insurance Agency
(CA license #0334819)

2015 ISI ANNUAL
AWARDS RECIPIENTS
Photography by Tracy Griffin

David Santee

Two-time Olympian
and World silver
medalist David
Santee, a lifelong
participant,
competitor and
coach in the ISI
program, was
inducted into the ISI
Hall of Fame.
Frank Carroll

Doug Peters

Cindy Solberg, right,
presented Doug
Peters of Zamboni
Company with the
Arthur Goodfellow
Award for his
“behind the scenes”
work, contributing
to the growth of ISI.
Art Sutherland

Debbie Lane

Dawn DiMinico

Katy Hayden

Liz Mangelsdorf, ISI
national skating
programs
coordinator, left,
presented Debbie
Lane with the Erika
Amundsen Award,
honoring her
immeasurable
contributions to ISI.

Lauren Hunt, left,
presented Dawn
Diminico, a longtime advocate of ISI,
with the Woman of
the Year Award.

The President’s
Award was
presented to Katy
Hayden, who has
chaired numerous
ISI Worlds competitions and has
earned numerous
ISI accolades.

North East Ice
Skating Managers
Association (NEISMA)

Randy Winship

(Hayden was unavailable
to accept the award at
conference.)

Keith Scudder

Two-time Olympic
medalist and fivetime World Champion
Michelle Kwan,
right, presented
Frank Carroll, her
former coach, with
the ISI Lifetime
Achievement Award.
One of the world’s
most accomplished
skating coaches,
Carroll is a longtime
supporter of the ISI
program.
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Richard Zamboni,
left, and Doug
Peters, right,
presented Art
Sutherland, center,
with the Frank J.
Zamboni Award for
his outstanding
innovation in the
environmentallyfriendly design of
ice rink refrigeration
and heat recovery
systems.

Patti Feeney
presented the
International Merit
Award to Randy
Winship for his
tireless efforts
promoting the ISI in
other parts of the
world.

The Albert E.
Tyldesley Excellence
in Safety Award
was presented to
the North East Ice
Keith Scudder was
Skating Managers
named Man of the
Association, which
Year for his work in
since 1972, has been updating ISI’s Edge
providing rink mana- Competition
gers with training
Management Softand technical inforware, which he
mation needed to
developed in 1995,
operate reliable, safe
to include a new
and efficient
tablet judging
facilities.
system.
(Pictured, John Zullo,
left, and Ed Peduto from
NEISMA.)

(Scudder was unavailable
to accept the award at
conference.)

I S I E D G E FA L L 2 0 15

DISTRICT MERIT
AWARDS
Gigi Kerrigan

District 1

Judy Sniffen

District 3

Joliet Park District
ISI National Events
Participation
(Photo unavailable.)

Sheree Hugli

District 16

SPECIAL
ADMINISTRATIVE
MEMBERSHIP
MILESTONES
20 years

District 6

Margy Bennett

District 7

Sara Bolan

District 8

Heather Dirksen District 9
Raleigh Weld
Jennifer
Anderson

District 11

(Photo unavailable.)
40 years

FMC Burlington
Ice Palace
Burlington, Mass.

Indiana, Penn.

Sha’non Gregory
McManus
District 18

District 10

(Michael Hale, pictured,
accepting the award.)

OUTSTANDING
FACILITY AWARDS

FMC William
Chase Arena

Floyd Hall Arena
(Ryan Shaffer, pictured,
accepting the award.)

Natick, Mass.

30 years

Harry J McDonald
Memorial Center
Jamie LaneYoutsey

Eagle River, Alaska

District 12

Individual Hockey
Memberships

(EJ Gottwald, pictured,
accepting the award.)

(Kevin McCormack,
pictured, accepting the
award.)

District 13

Stephanie
Gathwright

District 14

Linda Stroh

District 15

The Legacy
Award recognizes
charter or 40-year
members for their
support and
contributions to the
early development
of the ISI and
the ice skating
industry in general:
Accepting on behalf
of the recognized
arenas are, from
left to right: EJ
Gottwald, FMC
William Chase
Arena; Michele
Kelley, Pilgrim
Skating Arena and
Hobomock Sports
Center; Michael
Hale, FMC
Burlington Ice
Palace; Lynne
Quinn, Nashoba
Valley Olympia;
Tony Naninni,
Charles Moore
Arena.

50 Years

World Ice Arena
Michael Ford

The Legacy Award

Saratoga Springs, NY

White Township
Recreation Center

Summer Kendall
Dasiva
District 4
Tina Probst

Saratoga Springs
Figure Skating

(Cindy Solberg, pictured,
accepting the award.)

Centennial Ice
Rinks – Wilmette
Parks District
Wilmette, Ill.

Individual Skater
Memberships
(Lauren Hunt, pictured,
accepting the award.)
I S I E D G E FA L L 2 0 15

(Vicki Tassone, pictured,
accepting the award.)
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2015 ICE ARENA
CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW
Photography by Tracy Griffin and Tiesha DiMaggio
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One Size Fits All??
When it comes to outfitting skaters, is it one size fits all?? Of course not! The
wrong fit will make even the easiest moves difficult. In fact, it could be dangerous.
So it is with rink management and insurance. Are you covered sufficiently? At
the best price and service level? Does your insurance plan fit your business
model? If not, you could be headed for a fall.
Our I.C.E. (Ice Center Evaluation) Program is designed specifically with the rink
owner in mind. Call us to get a free evaluation and benefit from our 100+ years
of combined insurance experience.
Let us help you get the right insurance fit. Then you can focus on your business.

American Insurance
The Right Fit
617-770-9000
Rink Insurance Program underwritten by an A+ Insurance Company

2015 ICE ARENA
CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW
Photography by Tracy Griffin and Eileen Viglione
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MANY THANKS TO THIS YEAR’S CONFERENCE AND TRADE SHOW SPONSORS FOR THEIR SUPPORT!

finedesigns.com

I S I E D G E FA L L 2 0 15
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Report

by Lisa Fedick
CAE

iAIM Sponsors:

Conference
Produces iAIM
Achievers
“An investment in education pays
the best interest.”

– Benjamin Franklin

E

ighty attendees at the 2015 annual ISI Ice Arena
Conference & Trade Show successfully completed one
of the four iAIM certification tracks. We are pleased to
witness the growing number of individuals who are placing a
high value on education not only for personal development,
but also for the betterment of our industry. We would like to
congratulate all of the individuals (listed) who successfully
passed their exams, including eight individuals who earned
perfect scores and three individuals who have now completed
the Certified Arena Management (CAM) track, earning their
CAM designation.
This year’s conference, held in Danvers, Mass., welcomed the
addition of several new iAIM faculty members, including fourtime U.S. Olympic hockey medalist and Harvard graduate, Julie
Chu. Julie shared her recipe for success in the executive level
Leadership and Professional Image course. Seventeen highly
inspired individuals submitted essays to earn executive-level
credits. Beginning in November 2015, the final requirement for
Certified Arena Executive certification, the oral exam, will be
offered at the fall ISI Board of Directors meeting.
For those of you who might be new to the iAIM program,
nine classes, or one third of each of the three certification tracks
encompassing Ice Arena Management (CAM), Operations (CAO)
and Programming (CAP), will continue to be offered annually at
the ISI national conferences. Every iAIM class is open to audit by
all conferences attendees. Aside from the professional certifications earned, the real value in taking the tracks for credit is in
receiving the printed monographs. These documents will become
your arena’s “go to” reference pieces for many years to come.
A new Advanced Skating Director certification program will
be launched at the 2016 ISI conference in Las Vegas. This track
is being structured in collaboration with the PSA as a second
standalone offering to expand upon the Certified Skating
Director track.
Many ISI districts will be offering iAIM classes at their
upcoming seminars. iAIM programming is also offered by many
regional organizations as part of their conferences. The complete CAM, CAO and CAP tracks are always available online at
skateisi.com. If you have questions on any of the iAIM offerings,
or would like to schedule a program locally, please contact me at
Lafedick@gmail.com. Come on, make that investment!
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iAIM Certificate
of Arena
Management 1

Mark Stansfield
Robert Sutherlane
Marty Tristine
Joe Yabut

Carol Appleton
Andrea Astorga
Lamont Berry
Kenny Bertoni
Shannon Fitzgerald
Amy Forbes
Max Giroux
EJ Gottwald
Nathan Grundhofer**
Timothy Herbert
Craig Ingemi
Cilla Kusek
Michael McPhillips
Patty Pelletier
Nick Pennucci**
Karen Perry*
Jordan Peters*
Donna Rozon
Ryon Shaffer
Stuart Silverberg
Mark Squillacioti
TJ Swiderski
Brit Volini*
Stacy Witt
Shari Wolfe**

Daniel Allen
Donald Baldwin
Richard Capoccia
John Carroll
Dennis Caulfield
Kristen Fraser
Frank Gramolini
Tracy Haines-Koehler
Greg Haliskoe
Deb Hallen
Tim Kelleher
Sean Kennedy
Allyssa Lewis
Robyn Marlinski
Suzanne McCaughtry
Brooke Pinkham
Ethan Spada
Vickie Tassone
Ginger Whitney*
Sharon Wissel*

iAIM
Certified Arena
Operator 2

iAIM Certified
Skating
Directors

Chad Amaral
Jake Cote
Scott Demont
John Flater
Patrick Furze
Luba Gaydos
Cheryl Gratzer
Michael Hale
Glyn Jones
Pierre Langlois
Louie Malara
Todd Mancuso
Bob McCarthy
Rooser Peloquin
Jason Piche
Darryl Racca*
Alek Rozich

Robyn Arnold
Janet Black
Gina Cline
Stefanie DeSimone
Susan Donahue
Amy Guzelf
Kristan Hausman
Michelle Kelley
Andria Kelling
Caroline Luczynski*
Megan Magee
Megan Ripley*
Deana Sroka
Roxanne Tyler
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iAIM
Certified Arena
Programmer 2

*Indicates perfect score
**Indicates completion of

CAM track
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by Robyn L. Bentley-Graham, CAM, CAP, CAO
ISIA Education Foundation Secretary

Conference Auction Raises
Over $10K for Scholarships

T

he ISIA Education Foundation
board of trustees would like to
extend our sincere gratitude to our
generous donors for their contributions
to our auction held during the recent ISI
Conference in Danvers, Mass. The auction donors and bidders helped raise
more than $10,000 for our scholarship
program.
Foundation trustee and auction chair
Jamie Baringer, assisted by vice chair Scott
McCoy and committee volunteers, worked
tirelessly to organize and host the auction
and the benefit cruise on Salem Sound.
We also want to thank Jimmy Santee
for his engaging stint as auction emcee
during the President’s Reception and the
annual trade show.

Stay tuned for announcements on
the 2016 Foundation’s FUNdraisers at
Planet Hollywood, Las Vegas. In the
meantime, remember that tax-deductible donations to the Foundation are
welcome at any time (skateisi.org/
foundation); donations and pledges
make meaningful honorary or memorial gifts and at the same time support
the scholarship program for outstanding ISI members.
This year’s scholarship winners,
announced at the 2015 ISI Conference in
Danvers, include: Sara Cuozzo of Natick,
Mass.; Ashleigh Haslag of Jefferson City,
Mo; and Olivia Joyce Smith of Winter
Springs, Fla.

Laser control systems
for leveling ice

Simple to install.
Simple to use.
Lets the operator
focus on driving.

Contact us today
to learn more.
Phone: 519-235-4585 | Fax: 519-235-0744 | Email: sales@latec.on.ca | www.latec.on.ca

16

I S I E D G E FA L L 2 0 15

Year-to-Date
Donations
5-YEAR PLEDGE: GUARANTOR

Auction Donors
Thank you to those who contributed
to our 2015 auction to benefit the ISIA
Education Foundation scholarship
fund. Without your continued support,
the scholarship program would not be
possible.
• Becker Arena Products
• Dream Duffel
• HD Sports
• Ice Hot Concepts

• NiceRink
• Maximum Solutions
• Pepsi Co.
• Princess Pillows / Dolly Duke Designs
• Riedell Skate Co.
• Zamboni Company
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Zamboni
SPONSOR

District 1
District 8
FMC Ice Sports
Wonderland of Ice
SUPPORTER

American Refrigeration
Tahoe Sports & Entertainment
CONTRIBUTOR

Maria Sweeney
FRIEND

David Franzman
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HOW TO CAPTURE THE
GROWING HOCKEY MARKET
by Jordan Mann

A

s long as there have been hockey players, there have
been hockey coaches promising to make them faster,
more agile, and better overall players. For a long time,
many of these “power skating” coaches found a niche running
conditioning practices and repetitive skill drills. They would do
a great job of watching players practice their skating, but they
wouldn’t necessarily TEACH skating.
However, as general managers and head coaches started to
gravitate toward players with speed and skill as opposed to
simply size and strength, this old model of skating instruction
had to be updated — and the definition of a power skating coach
had to be seriously re-examined. These days, every player on a
roster must be a proficient skater, and this fact has ushered in a
golden age of skating-specific instruction. Now more than ever,
there is a demand for the ultimate skating experts to step in –
the figure skaters! Figure skating coaches are being recruited by

teams, and by players from ponds to the pros, to work on speed
and improve mechanics. The United States has over half a million hockey players, almost all of whom need to work on their
skating skills. So how do you expand your client base and start
getting a piece of this 500,000-player pie? Do your homework:

1. LEARN THE GAME
If you are going to coach skating for hockey players, it is
extremely important to understand the game as a whole. The
nuances and athletic demands placed on players are incredibly
unique and it is tough to keep perspective if you don’t have a
feel for how the players will use what you teach. While most
skating skills are universal in principle, there are a LOT of differences between skating in a playoff hockey game and skating
on a freestyle session. Try to take some time to learn the context

Zamboni® remains the
overwhelming choice for
professional, private and
municipal ice rink operators
throughout the world.
Efficiency and power without
compromise. With both fuel
powered and electric options,
Zamboni has the machine to
meet the tough demands of
your facility.
Trusted and proven performers,
Zamboni ice resurfacers
bring unequalled quality and
superior value to the rink
every day.

Zamboni Company
Phone (562) 633-0751
www.zamboni.com

Nothing else is even close
ZAMBONI and the configuration of the Zamboni® ice resurfacing machine are registered trademarks of Frank J. Zamboni & Co., Inc.
© Frank J. Zamboni & Co., Inc.
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The ability to break down
complex skills into teachable
parts is what players truly need,
and the ISI level structure
has prepared you for
that. A well-defined process
makes even the hardest
skills attainable.

within which your athletes live. There are countless ways to do
this. A great method is to ask a club coach in your arena if you
can sit in on practices and take notes on the types of skating
skills required to execute the drills. Talk with the coach about
deficiencies his or her players may have. This can provide valuable information about what you will need to know in order to
be effective for the players in your area.

2. LEARN THE PLAYERS
First of all, know what positions your athletes play! The roles
of wingers, centers, defensemen, and goalies are vastly different, which requires the skating coach to understand those
differences and plan accordingly. At the younger ages, it is very
common for players to play many or all positions in a season,
so be prepared to touch on a bit of everything! In addition to
knowing the positions your students play, you also need to
know their skill level. Players who are competing in a travel
program will often times have a much different skill set than
kids who play in a less structured house league. Familiarizing
yourself with the divisions of play in your area will go a long
way toward helping you to know how to approach lessons and
what goals your student may have. Finally, watch a game! You
will learn a lot about what an individual player needs from you
by watching them compete. Take notes on their strengths and
weaknesses as well as skating tendencies.

3. LEARN THE PROCESS
As a figure skating coach, you are uniquely qualified to teach
hockey skating. Your strengths are not limited to your knowledge of edges, pushing mechanics, weight transfer, etc. — your
biggest strength actually lies in your understanding of skill
progressions. The ability to break down complex skills into
teachable parts is what players truly need, and the ISI level
structure has prepared you for that. A well-defined process
makes even the hardest skills attainable. If a skater is struggling with their Axel, you could work on their waltz jump and
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their loop jump. Similarly, if a travel hockey player is struggling
with cross-overs, you could work on push glides and edge control. Use your knack for recognizing movement progressions
to create a process that leads to the desired outcome for your
players.
Hockey has come a long way in recent decades, and these
days skating trumps everything! By taking the time to learn the
game, assess the players, and define a process, you can be an
effective skating coach for players of all ages and abilities. Now
is a great time to build clientele in a new market and help players achieve their goals, all while diversifying and advancing your
own career. The Stanley Cup winners of tomorrow are waiting!
Jordan Mann grew up figure skating and
earned his double gold in FS and MIFs, along
with two Jr. National medals. He has been
teaching figure skating 17 years, and has
coached skaters through FS 10, senior tests,
and at the national and international
competitive level. He has been involved in
hockey for the past 10 years and is currently the hockey
supervisor at Oakton Ice Arena in Park Ridge, Ill. He also
coaches and directs for travel hockey organizations and
works privately with AAA and high school varsity players.
Jordan coaches skating for Ultimate Performance Hockey
Clinics and runs his own Jordan Mann Skating Clinics for
youth players. He is ranked and rated through PSA with a
Level 3 Hockey Certification. He also holds USA Hockey
Level 4 and US Speedskating Level 2 coaching credentials.
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SAVING YOUTH BRAINS
AND YOUTH SPORTS
by Bill White MSN & Alan Ashare MD

Sports played on ice are extremely high risk for obvious reasons, with
women’s college hockey (non-checking) boasting the highest concussion
rates of any sport when prevalence is calculated per player, per hour that
a sport is practiced and played.

A

t Brain In Play International, parents and coaches often
ask us, “What’s the real story with concussions?” These
questions include scenarios such as, “I don’t understand
how the star winger on my son’s team is out for the season — my
boy recovered from his head ding in a week ...” or, “I coach my
daughter’s skating team and heard girls have more concussions
than boys; should I be worried?” Such questions are understandable, since it was only in October 2013 that the Institute
of Medicine (IOM) first released a report acknowledging concerns about youth sports concussions. This report summarized
months of expert testimony and issued fair warning: Youth
sports concussions must be taken much more seriously by everyone — from parents to care providers — and advanced MRI
imaging reveals concussive brain damage comes from not just
concussions, but the accumulation of sub-concussive impacts.

A 2015 survey found that if faced
with a suspected concussion, 40
percent of youth coaches reported
they would do something other
than immediately remove a player
from a game, and this same
survey revealed 50 percent of
parents would not follow return-toplay concussion guidelines.
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Bad & Good News
Post-IOM research reveals concussions cause more severe and
longer lasting damage to youth athlete brains than previously
realized, setting off a frenzy of concussion concern. May 2015’s
Newsweek Science-Tech headline was: “Concussions Increase Risk
of Brain Atrophy, Impaired Memory.” The American Academy of
Neurology recently pronounced physicians have an ethical obligation to protect athletes from concussive brain damage (intimating
most doctors are not doing enough). Who can forget last season’s
infamous NCAA Football video of Michigan’s quarterback being
allowed to stumble back into position after a concussion? And
alarmingly, despite legally mandated player, parent and coach
concussion safety-education in all 50 U.S. states, surveys still
show a majority of concussed youth report playing head-hurt
(with concussion symptoms), and a 2014 study of middle school
girl soccer players determined 58 percent played while concussed.
A 2015 survey found that if faced with a suspected concussion,
40 percent of youth coaches reported they would do something
other than immediately remove a player from a game, and this
same survey revealed 50 percent of parents would not follow
return-to-play concussion guidelines. Sports played on ice are
extremely high risk for obvious reasons, with women’s college
hockey (non-checking) boasting the highest concussion rates of
any sport when prevalence is calculated per player, per hour that
a sport is practiced and played.
However, there is some very good news to report for youth
sports as far as concussion prevention and treatment is concerned. Good news that not only helps players avoid concussions
and improves healing, but also enhances academic and athletic
performance. We will share more about this news and provide
a fast-track method that players, parents and coaches can integrate into “practice, game and life” situations right away, but first,
more on concussions …
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The Symptoms
A concussion is a traumatic brain injury from an impact to
the head or body powerful enough to cause brain cells to
stretch, twist and break due to the acceleration-deceleration
of the soft brain crashing back and forth against the hard skull.
During this process, other brain cells become dysfunctional or
die from the brain’s emergency response to this trauma. The
result is neurological symptoms lasting for days, months, years,
or permanently — wreaking havoc with school, work and
socio-emotional life functioning. It’s key to realize that every
concussion is unique, with symptoms that vary from person to
person, and even from concussion to concussion in the same
person. Adding to the complexity of recognizing a concussion
is that symptoms may not show up for hours or even days
after brain impact, and it is rare that concussed athletes lose
consciousness. Further complicating matters, sub-concussive
impacts from just one season of high school or college football,
hockey and soccer hardly ever produce perceptible symptoms,
but do cause brain cell damage that often shows up on cognitive testing and sophisticated MRIs (DTI Scans).
CONCUSSION’S BRAIN SYMPTOMS CAN BE
GROUPED INTO FOUR GENERAL CATEGORIES:
• Physical: Headache, dizziness, nausea/vomiting, light/
noise sensitivity, balance problem
• Cognitive or thinking: Confusion, fogginess, dizziness,
memory problems, difficulty concentrating or showing
bad judgement
• Emotional: Feeling more intense, depressed, anxious
or just not feeling oneself – with emotions being just at
the surface, or feeling flat, with emotions less available
than usual
• Sleep problems: Difficulty falling or staying asleep,
waking early or sleeping too much
Other common symptoms include: personality changes,
fatigue, vision and hearing changes, increased irritability, and feeling sluggish. Emergency evaluation is
required with any of the following: loss of consciousness, repeated vomiting, severe worsening headache,
disorientation, slurred speech, seizures or increasing
confusion. For a full list of symptoms, see “Heads Up,” at
right, or visit online: cdc.gov/headsup/youthsports/
While concussion symptoms often occur together, having
just one symptom post-impact qualifies the brain as concussed. It is better to be safe than sorry, so athletes need to
be checked by a licensed independent medical practitioner
experienced with youth sports and concussion. Even if one is
an athlete in great shape who recovered well from past head
traumas, getting conservative best care may save a brain or
preserve a life or career. Being cautious can also help prevent
I S I E D G E FA L L 2 0 15

Heads Up
Symptoms Reported By Skater
Skaters who experience one or more of the signs and
symptoms listed below after a bump, blow or jolt to
the head or body may have a concussion.

• Nausea or vomiting

• Feeling sluggish, hazy,
foggy or groggy

• Balance problems or
dizziness

• Concentration or
memory problems

• Double or blurry vision

• Confusion

• Sensitivity to light

• Just not “feeling
right” or is “feeling
down”

• Headache

• Sensitivity to noise

Concussion Signs for
Coaches to Observe
• Appears dazed or
stunned

• Loses consciousness
(even briefly)

• Is confused about
instructions

• Shows mood,
behavior, or
personality changes

• Forgetful on
instruction
• Moves clumsily

• Can’t recall events
prior to hit or fall

• Answers questions
slowly

• Can’t recall events
after hit or fall

If you suspect that a skater has a concussion, you should:
Keep the skater off the ice until you obtain permission
from an appropriate healthcare professional that
states the skater can return.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
offers HEADS Up Concussion in Youth Sports, a free,
online course available to coaches, parents and others
desiring to keep athletes safe from concussion. Once
you complete the 30-minute training and quiz, you
can print out a certificate, designating that you can
recognize concussion signs and symptoms and know
how to respond. Visit cdc.gov/headsup/youthsports/
training/index.html
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
HEADS UP Concussion in Youth Sports. For free, customizable
handouts and posters that you can use at your skating facility,
visit the resources section of cdc.gov/headsup/youthsports/
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a catastrophic outcome, as back-to-back concussions within a
short period of time can cause fatal brain swelling, otherwise
known as second-impact syndrome.
After confirmed concussion, a brain needs total rest from all
elective processes including critical thinking, problem solving,
school, homework and technology. Returning to school, sports
and other activities must happen in a graded way supervised
by a knowledgeable care provider. Rushing back to school or
sports with a compromised brain is courting disaster. For more
on safe return to school/play, visit: cdc.gov/concussion/pdf/
TBI_Returning_to_School-a.pdf

Brain In Play
Katharine White MSM, Bill White MSN and Alan
Ashare MD, authors of “Winning the War Against
Concussions in Youth Sports,” are flanked by former
Denver Bronco Spencer Larsen, left, and three-time
New England Patriots Super Bowl Champion Patrick
Pass, at the national launch of the authors’ new book.
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Once thought impossible, neuroscientists recently confirmed
specific behavior routines can change brain structure and functioning for the better at molecular, cellular and organ-system
levels, making for bigger, better and more resilient brains.
Brain In Play’s Clinician-Scientist Co-founders Katharine and
Bill White (for 15-20 years, they simultaneously coached youth
sports, managed a children’s brain/behavioral health hospital
and parented five high school athletes) combined select brain
wellness best practices with two change activation catalysts to
provide players, parents and coaches with a fast-track concussion prevention and healing blueprint called BE CHAMPS-24/7.
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To quickly help save youth brains and preserve youth sports, they
wrote a book with Dr. Alan Ashare entitled, “Winning the War
Against Concussions in Youth Sports.”
BE CHAMPS-24/7 provides athletes with a daily best-practice
recipe facilitating optimized brain cell functioning, preservation and growth, to help prevent, minimize, and heal concussive
sports injuries. This fast-track solution includes prescriptions
for diet, exercise, stress (cortisol) management, auto-regulation
(hydration/sleep/neck-strengthening), mindfulness and avoiding substances that damage brain cells (alcohol/marijuana).
Together, these prescriptions act as a brain cell wellness force
multiplier.
BE CHAMPS-24/7 also requires two change-activation “musthaves.” The first is planning out a daily best-practice routine and
the second involves fully committing to a code of honor. This
honor code requires athletes to promise they will never play or
practice head-hurt and tell the head coach if a teammate is playing/practicing head-hurt. This alone will dramatically reduce
brain damage from head injuries and prevent catastrophic outcomes. The honor code’s added advantage is to lower coach and
organizational liability, especially if pre-season player and parent
sign-offs supporting the honor code are documented.
So what is the real story with concussions?
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• While we need to learn more, we now know that

concussions cause damage to brain cells.
New imaging technology shows just one season of subconcussive blows damages brain cells.
• All concussions are unique and will result in different
clinical symptoms/outcomes, depending on a variety of
injury and medical nuances.
• All brains are different and thus will respond to trauma
distinctively.
• Concussion statistics are very suspect – perhaps underreporting concussion by a factor of 10.
• While preventing skull fractures, even the best helmets
barely reduce concussive impacts.
• Prevention and early evaluation/therapy is necessary
to best protect our youth whose developing brains
are more vulnerable to traumatic injury than adult brains.
•

With our combined 100 years’ experience as clinicianscientists and parents of high school and college athletes,
which also includes two decades of “bench doctoring” teams
in world champion hockey play and coaching multiple youth
sports, we conclude that players, parents, coaches, teachers and sports/school leaders need to step up and become
as informed as possible about this real concussion story.
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Education alone will not change health/sports habits; we must
get to emotions and culture. Brain In Play’s best practices and
honor code can be implemented today, instantly saving youth
brains, preventing catastrophic injuries and reducing coach/
organizational liability. Doing this large-scale will preserve the
many upsides youth sports offer to all stakeholders!
As Dr. Ashare recently conveyed as a world concussion expert on
ESPN’s “Outside the Lines”: “The world’s best helmet can’t prevent
concussions, so we need to make brains healthier and stronger — in
effect putting a helmet on the brain and its cells.” BE CHAMPS-24/7
makes this happen. And by supporting the honor code, coaches
greatly improve the likelihood players won’t play head-hurt,
thus avoiding more serious head injuries and brain damage.

ALAN ASHARE MD is Brain In Play International’s medical
director and a three-decade global youth sports head injury
safety advocate who originated Heads Up, Don’t Duck in
the mid-90s. Dr. Ashare is chief of nuclear medicine at St.
Elizabeth Hospital and professor of medicine at Tufts. He is
president of the Hockey Equipment Certification Council,
director emeritus of USA Hockey, chairs USA Hockey’s Safety
& Protective Equipment Committee and directs the ASTM
F08.51 Subcommittee on Medical Aspects/Biomechanics. He
is medical director for the MA Interscholastic League and
has served over 20 years as team physician for USA Hockey
Juniors in World Championship play.

BILL WHITE MSN is a clinician-scientist and president of Brain
In Play International and Brain In Play Foundation, companies
dedicated to the prevention and healing of concussive
injuries and diseases of the brain. Bill co-originated Brain
Performance Enhancement, a brain wellness system based
on Nobel research and the latest medical science from which
BE CHAMPS-24/7 was excerpted. Bill served for 20 years as
chief operating officer at Bradley Hospital, the nation’s first
brain/behavioral hospital exclusively for youth. He coached
multiple youth sports, was president of a youth sports
league and parented five high school athletes — one of
whom suffered multiple concussions.

KATHARINE B. WHITE MSN is a clinician scientist and
CEO & co-founder of Brain In Play International. A former
hospital chief nursing officer, she was senior vice president
of quality at the nation’s first horizontally integrated
home health agency. She co-developed Brain Performance
Enhancement and BE CHAMPS-24/7, a neuro-epigenetic
brain wellness system to help prevent and heal sportsrelated head injuries. Katherine co-authored, with husband
Bill White and Dr. Alan Ashare, “Winning the War Against
Concussions in Youth Sports,” raised five high school/
college athletes and experienced being the parent of a
multiple concussion victim with a years-long recovery.

YA’LL C’MON
DOWN TO DALLAS
FOR A HOLIDAY
CHALLENGE!
HOLIDAY CHALLENGE

Dec. 4-6
Dr Pepper StarCenter
McKinney, Texas
Entry/test deadline: Oct. 10

skateisi.org/HOLIDAYCHALLENGE
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CONCUSSION NIGHTMARE
INSPIRES
by Mike Santee

I

n 2011, I was a successful college athlete in the prime of my
career. All I wanted to do in life was play hockey — all day,
every day. In 2012, I was sitting alone in a dark room, plagued
by headaches, fogginess and depression that had consumed my
whole world for 12 months up to that point. All I wanted to do
in life was feel normal again – even if it was just for one day.
Anyone who has suffered a concussion can tell you that it is
not like most other injuries. If you sprain your ankle, for example,
the doctor can tell you when you can expect to return to activity and he or she can give you a list of rehab exercises to help
facilitate recovery. If you sustain a concussion, that is simply not
the case. There is no definite timeline for recovery; you could
feel better in days, or you might not recover for several months.
Moreover, there are no real exercises you can do to facilitate
your recovery. Instead, there is a giant list of activities in which
you should not partake in order to keep your symptoms from
getting worse. For a student-athlete, eliminating exercise, texting,
computers, television, reading and more, can almost be harder
than dealing with the physical symptoms.
POST-CONCUSSION SYNDROME
I ended up struggling with Post-Concussion Syndrome for a total
of 24 months before I began to feel like myself again. Prior to my
last concussion, I was always happy – I had a wonderful family,
a close group of teammates and friends, and I was living my
dream of playing Division I college hockey. When I was injured,
however, I lost everything. Every day, I would wake up feeling
helpless and hopeless. I felt like I was a passenger, sitting in the
back seat of my own life. I had no control over where I was going
or what was happening. Nothing I could do would help me get
better. I did not understand how it was possible that I felt these
symptoms for so long. I honestly thought that I was never going
to feel normal again. One of the hardest parts of my recovery
was my inability to articulate exactly how I felt. My headaches
would come and go throughout the day but a persistent “fogginess” was ever-present. Trying to explain that to someone who
had not personally experienced it seemed like an impossible
task. Dealing with the cognitive impairments was a struggle
too. I would constantly feel that I was letting people down when
I would forget what they told me. I was embarrassed when I
walked out of an appointment with a neurologist and couldn’t
tell my dad what the neurologist said no more than five minutes
prior because I had already forgotten. It made me feel so isolated.
I felt like there was no one out there who could understand what
was happening to me, so I shut myself off from the world. I had
reached rock bottom.
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Every day, I would wake up feeling
helpless and hopeless. I felt like
I was a passenger, sitting in the back
seat of my own life. I had no control
over where I was going or what
was happening. Nothing I could do
would help me get better. I did not
understand how it was possible that
I felt these symptoms for so long.

During this period, I decided that if I ever had the opportunity,
I would use my experiences to help others. At the time, I did not
know how, I just knew that I did not want anyone else to have to
go through what I went through alone. Eventually, I was put in
touch with Aaron Rocha, the brother of one of my teammates.
Like me, Aaron was battling a prolonged recovery from his latest
concussion. We both found our discussions to be very cathartic
and realized just how truly helpful it was to be able to empathize
with someone. Just being able to share our frustrations, fears,
thoughts and methods for dealing with symptoms helped the
emotional aspect of our recoveries significantly. Knowing someone else was out there, someone going through what I was going
through, made all the difference.
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Over 400 NHL,Triple A, Double A,
Collegiate, Recreational Ice Rinks and
Curling Clubs Across North America are
Fog, Condensation, Mold and Drip Free.

Why?

They have ARID-Ice .
™

These facilities benefit from ARID-Ice desiccant dehumidification
for full capacity enhanced humidity control while maintaining
automatic indoor air quality. ARID-Ice units are equipped with:
•

•

•

Turbo Vapor Boost™ reactivation energy control circuitry providing
extreme capacity in humid conditions.
State-of-the-art enhanced silica gel desiccant wheel with long
lasting seals.
Highly efficient reactivation circuits that deliver dry air on demand
maximizing the capability of the ice plant and maintaining a dry
building.

Aaron and I used our discussions and the lessons we
learned from them to found CAN Recover, Inc., a non-profit
organization that provides peer-to-peer support for student-athletes focused on the emotional aspect of concussion
recovery. Our goal is to provide resources to student-athletes so they never have to feel alone, helpless, or in the dark
while recovering from a concussion. We have information
on our website (CANrecover.org) dedicated to providing
perspective, from those who have been through it, on the
most frustrating aspects of recovery. We suggest different
strategies to help student-athletes deal with the challenges
they are experiencing. We have resources for parents and
coaches as well, so that they can educate themselves on what
their student-athlete may be going through.
To help CAN Recover, Inc. in its mission to support the
155,000 student-athletes in the United States suffering from
Post-Concussion Syndrome, visit canrecover.org/donate/

ARID-Ice by Controlled Dehumidification IMS has provided humidity
and indoor air quality control equipment to the Pittsburgh Penguins,
New Jersey Devils, Jacksonville Barracudas, Florida Panthers,
Houston Aero’s, University of Notre Dame and Penn State University
to name a few.

Contact our application specialists to learn how
your arena can benefit from ARID-Ice technology.
Call 810-229-7900 today and visit cdims.com.
Mike Santee was practically born with
skates on — both of his parents, Ingrid
and David (U.S. Olympic Team, ’76 & ’80)
were accomplished skaters. He started
skating as soon as he could walk and
played on his first hockey team when he
was 5 years old. When he was a teenager,
he gave up figure skating, along with football, baseball,
and gymnastics, to focus on hockey. He played on teams
in Chicago; Grand Rapids, Mich.; and Pembroke, Ontario,
Canada; before being recruited to play NCAA D1 Hockey
at West Point. He played 53 games over two years
before retiring as a result of concussions. He was
subsequently forced to take a medical leave of absence
from school for a year to aid in his recovery. He
estimates that he has had between eight and 12
concussion over the course of his life, many of which he
failed to treat properly. Today, he is symptom-free and
can participate in daily life with no ill effects. He
graduated from the United States Military Academy at
West Point in 2014 and was commissioned as a second
lieutenant in the U.S. Army Engineer Regiment. He and
his wife, Kristen, were married in June 2014 and are
currently stationed at Joint Base Lewis McChord, Wash.

26

I S I E D G E FA L L 2 0 15

ISI Judge Certification Tests
Congratulations to the following instructors who have recently passed ISI judge certification tests:

GOLD
Laura Arnold
Rachel Bailey
Sara Bailey
Jill Brehmer
Wing Shing Vincent Chu
Brandon Comer
Marina Davis
Alyssa Logan
Arianna McElyea
Lulu Miller
Kelda Nolen
Stephanie Orchard
Jennifer Tracy
Yu Hong Xiao

SILVER
Alexa Asjes
Jill Brehmer
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Tamara Combs
Alexandra Edwards
Kyle James
Chi Hung Kwan
Lan Lan
Aspen Lengyel
Shuang Liang
Mallory Mizia
Amber Munoz
Lorelei Murphy
Andrea Newsham
Ka Man Pun
Kaitlyn Randall
Ouida Robins
Alyssa Smith
Stephanie Spencer
Chi Wing Jimmy Sung
Jennifer Tracy
Yu Wang
Lei Yu
Bin Zhou
Samantha Zullo

BRONZE
Terry Barr
Larissa Bonillo
Sandra Branton
Jessica Burbano
Sze Chiu Chan
Shu Yi Chen
Chi Sang Johnson
Cheung
Tamara Combs
Hannah Cooney
Rebecca Crook
J. Scott Driscoll
Garnet Fiordalisi
De Hua Jing
Shaheen Kazmi
Jaclyn Kiska
Kasteny Knutson
Virginia Land
Shannon LaPoint

Janelle Lajtar
Wing Cheung Lee
Xiao Gang Li
Megan Magee
Alicia Marcucci
Heather Minto
Joey Moore
Amber Munoz
Lorelei Murphy
Melinda Newberry
Yin Kwan Jay Ng
Serafin Ong
Magdaline Orchard
Jennifer Park
McKinzie Parker
Magdalena Pomichowski
William Sessions
Xing Shi
Stephanie Spencer
Shannon Terhaar
Qiang Wei
Qiong Wu

Jun Xiao
Rui Yi
Hong Yu
Sara Zuelow
Samantha Zullo
Joshua Zulueta

SYNCHRO
Molly Kerr
Alyssa Smith
Alexis Van Vliet

REFEREE
Gigi Zubel Kerrigan
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David Santee

FROM ISI SKATER TO
HALL OF FAME
by Eileen Viglione

“The reason most people get involved in skating is
because they love the sport. It’s important to never
lose sight of that. While it’s okay to strive for gold,
remember … enjoy the journey. It’s a tough sport with
a lot of adversity, but you can learn from it.”
— David Santee

T

wo-time Olympian and World
silver medalist David Santee
spends so much of his time coaching skaters that he has little time to reflect
on the path that brought him Olympic
fame and a 30-plus year career in a sport
that he has loved since age 5. These days,
however, he’s been waxing nostalgic...
At our annual Ice Arena Conference &
Trade Show in May, ISI inducted Santee
into the ISI Ice Skating Hall of Fame. He
was also inducted into the U.S. Figure
Skating Hall of Fame earlier this year.
The ISI Hall of Fame Award honors
someone who has made unmistakable
and lasting contributions to ice skating
and/or the ice arena industry. Santee has
been a lifelong participant, competitor
and coach in the ISI program, and today,
continues to contribute as a staunch supporter of the ISI and its programs.
A humble man, Santee wasn’t expecting either award. “It’s been an interesting
exercise to look back and go over the
years and appreciate what I accomplished,” he says. “I don’t do a lot of that. I
use a lot of stories about my experiences
when I’m coaching, but not about what I
accomplished. I know in my heart what
I’ve accomplished.”
When Santee found out at that he
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was being inducted into the U.S. Figure
Skating Hall of Fame, he was in Missouri
visiting his younger son, Michael, a
second lieutenant in the Army. (His
older son, Chris, works as a scientist for
a pharmaceutical company.)
“I got a call at 7 a.m. and I didn’t
answer it because I didn’t recognize the
number,” he says. “Later, my phone rang
again and I answered it out of reflex
and it was Larry Mondschein, chairman of the Hall of Fame nominating
committee. I wasn’t shocked because it
didn’t really hit me what was happening
until two-thirds of the way through the
conversation.”
“This is the gift that keep on giving,”
he states. “I wasn’t prepared for it, but it
feels good to be recognized for a lifetime
of striving.”

The Journey
When Santee began skating as a young boy,
he never dreamed how far the sport would
take him. “Being a typical boy,” I never
looked ahead,” he says. “I was going along
for the ride.”
Santee was just 5 years old when he
started skating under the direction of ISI

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS:
• ISI Hall of Famer
• U.S. Figure Skating Hall of Famer
• 1981 World silver medalist
• Seven-time U.S. World team
member
• Two-time Olympian
(4th place in men’s singles in
1980)
• Youngest male to win U.S.
Junior Championship
• 13-time U.S. medalist, ranking
3rd all time
• ISI Board of Directors –
Instructors Representative
• ISI Certified Technical Specialist
(one of only six certified for
international events and the only
American certified as a data
entry and video replay operator)
• Skating Director, Park Ridge
Park District, Chicago: 24 years
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David Santee, center,
with his family and
colleagues from Oakton Ice
Arena, after receiving the
ISI Hall of Fame Award. He
is flanked by his parents,
and his brother, Jimmie,
is third from right.

Tracy Griffin Photography

founder Michael Kirby at the Michael
Kirby Skating School in Park Ridge, Ill. He
immediately fell in love with the sport. At
age 9, he began to think about competing, and as he grew older he became more
focused and determined.
“I didn’t have as much natural ability as
my younger brother, but I had the drive,”
he says.
Santee’s younger brother, Jimmie, is
president of the Professional Skaters
Association (PSA). Five years younger
than David, he also skated professionally,
touring with Disney on Ice. David has
always admired him because he knows it
must have been hard for Jimmie to be in
his shadow at times.
“He supported me and he never held it
against me,” he says.
Santee credits coaches Evy and Mary
Scotvold, who also coached former
Olympic skater Nancy Kerrigan, for
guiding him through most of World
Championships and his second Olympics,
adding that he learned a lot from them
both on and off the ice.
At age 13, Santee became the youngest Junior National Champion. When
he retired from skating at age 23, he
had been to two Olympics — 1976 in
Innsbruck, Austria,where he finished 6th
and 1980 in Lake Placid, N.Y., where he
placed 4th. He also finished second in the
1981 World Championships. His decision
to retire from competitive skating wasn’t
difficult he says. “I was second in the
world to Scott Hamilton… There were
fewer options to make money back then…
I was ready to retire earlier, but stayed one
more year and I ended up taking eighth
place at the World Championship in 1982.”
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Santee feels lucky to have competed
in the Olympic games in Lake Placid,
N.Y., where he got to see the remarkable
Miracle on Ice. “I had amazing experiences. I saw Eric Heiden, who won
every gold medal in speed skating, and
Michael Eruzione — two of the greatest
athletes.”
“The benefit of being a two-time
Olympian is that the first time was a blur,”
he explains. “Four years later I was 22. I
knew what to expect as I had been through
the ups and downs so I was able to appreciate the experience. I learned not to worry
about the number, but to be the best you.”
Santee next turned to professional
skating and toured with The John Curry
Skating Company before working as a
figure skating commentator for ABC
Sports.

Full Circle
His journey brought him full circle
when, at the age of 27, he returned to his
beloved hometown of Park Ridge in 1984
to become a coach and skating director
of the Park Ridge Park District’s Oakton
Ice Arena. He’s been there ever since —
31 years— except for a seven-year period
when he worked at a rink in neighboring
Niles. Over the years, he has quietly built
a solid skating school, where American
figure skater Agnes Zawadzki received
training early on under the guidance of
Santee.
“I always wanted to come back to Park
Ridge,” says Santee, also an ISU certified
technical specialist. “Oakton Ice Arena
had always been supportive of me to that
point that the personnel came to watch

SANTEE’S FAVES:
• Music: Fleetwood Mac
• Pal: His golden retriever, Tazer
• Place: United Center
(home of the Chicago
Blackhawks)
• Restaurant: Lou Malnati’s
• Skating rink: The former
Broadmoor World Arena,
Colorado Springs, Colo.
• Vacation: Disney World

me in the Olympics. I’m proud of the program we’ve developed and the quality of
skaters we’ve had through the years.”
A longtime supporter of ISI, Santee
believes in the ISI program and serves as the
Instructor Representative on the ISI Board
of Directors.
“ISI has been around a long time and they
do what they do well,” he says. “ISI has a
solid program of developing skills at the
lower level. Why change something that
isn’t broke? Most of the skating community
knows my thoughts on this.
“ISI has been great for me. So many great
skaters — Ashley Wagner and Jason Brown
to name a few — have come up through the
ISI program and that says a lot about their
role of developing skaters… Look at the
results!”
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Coaches’
Corner
Liz Mangelsdorf
National Skating
Programs Coordinator

NEW!

ISI JUDGE & SYNCHRO
MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE
ISI Associate Judge
Membership and Certification

We are pleased to announce
that we have created two new
ISI membership classifications:
Associate Judge and
Synchronized Skating Team.

In some areas of the country, we
understand the need for additional ice
dance and synchro judges at local ISI
competitions.
The Judge Certification Committee
has helped to create a new membership
type that will allow a USFS qualified
judge to become an ISI Associate Judge
in two disciplines — ice dance and synchronized skating.
This limited classification of membership is strictly for the purpose of judging
ice dancing and synchronized skating
at ISI events. Taking and passing the
associated certificate test(s) is mandatory before participating as an associate
judge at any ISI-endorsed event. These
tests were created and designed specifically to test NEW Associate Judges on
their knowledge of the ISI judging system
in these two disciplines.
ASSOCIATE JUDGE CERTIFICATION
• There are two separate tests.
• Ice dancing judge test has 30 true/false

and multiple-choice questions.
(25 correct answers to pass)
• Synchro team judge test has 31 true/false

and multiple-choice questions.
(26 correct answers to pass)
• Tests are in a PDF format and will be

sent to the member via email after their
application has been processed and
approved.
• The test is open book.

Any USFS Ice Dance or Synchro Judge who
has some working knowledge of the ISI
program is encouraged to apply. Cost is
$45 and includes membership, required
background check and certification test(s).
Membership term runs Sept. 1 through
Aug. 31 of the following year.
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Synchronized Team Membership
Our new Synchronized Skating Team
Membership category was created for
any synchronized skating team that
is part of a NON-ISI Administrative
member rink. This purpose-built membership will allow these teams to be
registered with the ISI National office
and eligible to compete at local or
national ISI-endorsed competitions.
It’s our hope that this exciting addition
to our membership offerings will encourage synchronized skating teams across
the country to participate in ISI local and
national events.
The individual skaters on a team,
comprised of 8-24 skaters, must be ISI
Individual members ($15/year) and the
coach accompanying the team to competitions must be an ISI Professional
member ($85/year). The fee per team
is $99. Membership will run Sept. 1
through Aug. 31 of the following year.
ISI SYNCHRO TEAM
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
• Team registration with the ISI

national office.
• ISI Team member patch and a crescent

patch, designating the current season of
membership, for all skaters.
• Team manager background check

(required for receiving a competition
credential for ISI national events).
• Complimentary copy (for the coach) of the

latest ISI Handbook, containing all the
rules and regulations for synchro team
competition.
Both the Associate Judge application and
Synchro Team Membership form can be
found on the ISI website at skateisi.org.
For more information, call the ISI office at
(972) 735-8800.
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BRING YOUR MAGIC TO

Orlando!

ISI WINTER CLASSIC
Feb. 12-14

RDV Sportsplex Ice Den
Entry & Test Deadline: Dec. 1

ateisi.org/winterclassic

T he In d u s tr y’s L e ading A r ena Mana gement Softwar e Of f er ing

Maximize Your Organization’s Potential

Over 900 Installs World Wide!

Maximum
Solutions Inc.

Facility Scheduling
League Management
Membership Management
Multi-Use Pass & Attendance Tracking
Walk-in & Online Registration
TV Schedule Display & Advertising
Point of Sale
Inventory Management
Locker Rental & Tracking
Equipment Rental &Tracking
Credit Card Processing
Financial Software Integration
Energy Controls Integration
Website Integration
Billing & Receivables
Contact Management
Employee Time Clock
Gift & Pre-Paid Debit Cards
Over 175 On Demand Reports

www.maxsolutions.com | Toll Free 1-800-976-6646 | info@maxsolutions.com
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NEW & RENEWING

ISI Administrative Members
Keeping your ISI administrative membership current is extremely important
and beneficial. Your membership allows you to utilize the weSKATE Class
Management Software, keep your skaters’ memberships and tests up to date,
and earn ISI Rewards Bucks at the same time. Ongoing membership also allows
you to keep pace with all that is happening at ISI and in the ice arena industry,
and offers you access to the ISI educational benefits designed to help you grow
and run the best possible programs for your facility and customers.
Amelia Park Arena*

Poway Ice*

American Heartland
Ice Arena

Westfield, MA

Poway, CA

Boston Common
Skating School*

Tucker Road Ice Rink*

Charlestown, MA

Deuces Dangles, LLC*

UPMC Lemieux
Sports Complex*

Aurora, CO

Cranberry Township, PA

Fun on Ice*

Winnetka Ice Arena*

Fort Washington, MD

Athletic Arts Academy
Las Vegas, NV

Lincolnwood, IL

Anchorage Skating
Alliance
Anchorage, AK

Anowarako’wa Ice
Arena
Akwesasne, NY

Rio de Janeiro

Winnetka, IL

Home Ice, LLC*

Acord Ice Center

Tuckahoe, NY

West Valley City, UT

Ice in Paradise*

Aliso Viejo Ice Palace

Blowing Rock, NC

Goleta, CA

Aliso Viejo, CA

Arkansas Skatium

Palos Verdes Ice Chalet*

Appalachian Ice Arena
- Appalachian Ski Mtn.
Inc.

Little Rock, AK

Rolling Hills Estates, CA

Bradford R. Boss
Arena - University of
Rhode Island

City of Inver Grove
Heights Parks &
Recreation

Kingston, RI

Inver Grove Heights,
MN

Buffalo Figure
Skating Club
Buffalo, MN

Cleland Ice &
InLine Rinks

Canlan Ice Sports
Romeoville

Columbus Ice Rink

Romeoville, IL

Columbus, GA

Cape Ann Figure
Skating Club

Creve Coeur, MO

Fort Bragg, NC

Creve Coeur Ice Arena

Bayou City Figure
Skating Club

Gloucester, MA

Danbury Ice Arena

Carlson Ice Arena

Danbury, CT

Houston, TX

Loves Park, IL

Belmont Iceland

Casper Ice Arena

Belmont, CA

Casper, WY

Delaware North
Companies Parks &
Resorts Yosemite

Big Rapids Figure
Skating Club

Charles M. Schulz
Highland Arena

Big Rapids, MI

St Paul, MN

Boston Common Skating
School - North End

Chilled Ponds

Boston, MA

Chesapeake, VA

Boston Common Skating
School - Saugus

City of Greensburg
Rec Dept - Kirk S.
Nevin Arena

Boston, MA

Greensburg, PA

Yosemite, CA

Dr Pepper
StarCenter - Euless
Euless, TX

Dr Pepper
StarCenter - Frisco
Frisco, TX

Dublin Iceland
Dublin, CA

2015 PSA Nationwide Seminars
FULL DAY
AREA LOCATION
1

Boston, MA

9

Indianapolis, IN

16
11
13

September 13, 2015
September 13, 2015

September 13, 2015
Scottsdale, AZ *
5
PSA Ratings Offered September 12, 201
September 27, 2015
Park Ridge, IL
September 27, 2015
Denver, CO

HALF DAY
AREA LOCATION
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DATE

8

Detroit , MI

11

Independence, MO

7

Coral Springs, FL

6

Baltimore, MD

DATE
August 29, 2015
August 30, 2015
September 13, 2015

There isn’t an elite skater out there who doesn’t owe their first
coach a debt of gratitude! In response to last year’s strong
positive feedback, this year’s seminar agenda will continue
to present interactive concepts, tools, and ideas that, while
advantageous to coaches of all levels, target the development
and advancement of grassroots and beginner (LTS through
Intermediate) level coaches. Our seminar agenda will include:
• Concepts-In-Action: Presentation of IJS and MIF concepts
and exercises as they relate to enhancing skater potential
beyond beginner.
• Competitive Advantage 2.0: Extremely popular last year
was the inclusion of our presenters’ personal experience
with making decisions that make a difference.
• Presenter-Attendee Facetime: Each site will have highly
accomplished and expert professionals who will share
some personal experiences, anecdotes, and advice.

Register now at www.skatepsa.com

October 3, 2015
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Eagan Civic Arena

Lindenwood
University-Collegiate

Salt Lake City Sports
Complex (Steiner)

Superstars Figure
Skating Club

The Red Bank
Armory Ice Complex

Ellenton Ice &
Sports Complex

Saint Charles, MO

Salt Lake City, UT

Prospect Heights, IL

Red Bank, NJ

Ellenton, FL

Livingston Skate Club

San Diego Ice Arena

The Rink at PPG Place

Howell, MI

San Diego, CA

Tahoe Sports &
Entertainment

Pittsburgh, PA

Panorama City, CA

South Lake Tahoe, CA

Toyota Sports Center

Veterans Memorial
Skating Rink

Eagan, MN

Extreme Ice Center
Indian Trail, NC

Long Island Edge
Figure Skating Team

Schwan Super
Rink/NSC

Fritz Dietl Inc.

Plainview, NY

Blaine, MN

(Fritz Dietl Ice Rink)

Maine Hockey Group

Westwood, NJ
Germain Arena

Saco, ME

Estero, FL

Mentor, OH

Sharks Ice at Fremont

Mercer County
Skating Center Mercer County Parks

Fremont, CA

Hastings Civic Arena
Hastings, MN

Highland Sports Center

Mentor Civic Arena

Shoreline, WA

West Windsor, NJ

Hommocks Park
Ice Rink

Mid Hudson Civic
Center - McCann
Ice Arena

Larchmont, NY

Hutchinson FSA
Hutchinson, MN

ICE at The Parks
Arlington, TX

Poughkeepsie, NY

Middlesex County
Dept of Parks & Rec
Edison, NJ

Ice Center of Cupertino

Mt. Lebanon
Recreation Center

Cupertino, CA

Pittsburgh, PA

Ice Centre at the
Promenade

New Hope Ice Arena

Westminster, CO

New Hope, MN

Ice Sports Forum

Northbrook Sports
Center

Tampa, FL

Northbrook, IL

Ice Station Valencia

Ober Gatlinburg Ice

Valencia, CA

Gatlinburg, TN

Iceland - Van Nuys

Over the Edge, Inc.

Van Nuys, CA

Albany, NY

Iceland of
Hampton Roads

Piney Orchard
Ice Arena

Virginia Beach, VA

Odenton, MD

Iceoplex Simi Valley

Planet Ice

Simi Valley, CA

Johnstown, PA

Ice-Plex Escondido

Point Mallard Figure
Skating Club

Escondido, CA

Imperial Skating
Academy
Lisbon, CT

Decatur, AL

Point Mallard Ice
Skating Complex

Seven Bridges
Ice Arena
Woodridge, IL

Sharks Ice at San Jose
San Jose, CA

Sherwood Ice Arena
Sherwood, OR

Tampa Bay Skating
Academy Oldsmar

El Segundo, CA

Tri-Town Ice Arena

Oldsmar, FL

Hooksett, NH

Tennity Ice Skating
Pavilion

Twin Rinks Ice
Pavilion Inc.

Syracuse, NY

Buffalo Grove, IL

The Ice Ridge
(formerly Capitol Ice)

University of Alaska
Patty Ice Arena

Des Moines, IA

Fairbanks, AK

The Pond, Inc.

UTC Ice
San Diego, CA

Valley Edge Skating
School

West Hartford, CT

Webster Groves
Ice Arena
Webster Groves, MO

Wonderland of Ice
Bridgeport, CT

World Ice Arena
Flushing, NY

University of Illinois
Ice Arena

Newark, DE

Champaign, IL

Silver Blades Figure
Skating Club

* Denotes new member

Findlay, OH

Silver Blades
Skating School
Cohasset, MA

Sioux Falls Figure
Skating Club - SFFSC
Sioux Falls, SD

SJCH Ice Center of
Bakersfield
Bakersfield, CA

Snoopy’s Home Ice
Santa Rosa, CA

NEW & RENEWING BUILDER/SUPPLIER MEMBERS
ISI builder/supplier members receive discounted
exhibit space at the annual trade show and national
skating competitions, special rates on print/electronic
advertising, free employment advertising,
ISI directory listing, business referrals, networking
opportunities and much more.

South Suburban
Ice Arena

Commonwealth
Electrical
Technologies, Inc.*

Centennial, CO

Worcester, MA

Southern Oregon
Ice Arena LLC,

G&A Insurance, Inc.

dba The RRRink

Hillphoenix

Medford, OR

Plymouth, MN

Southern Tier
Skating Club

Houghton Chemical
Corporation*

Elmira, NY

Allston, MA

SportQuest Skating
Academy-Parade

Intellenergy, LLC

Minneapolis, MN

Jamestown Savings
Bank Ice Arena

Decatur, AL

Sprinker
Recreation Center

Raleigh IcePlex

Tacoma, WA

Jamestown, NY

Raleigh, NC

St. Croix Valley
Recreation Center

K Lynn Skating School

Richmond Ice Zone

Montgomery, AL

Richmond, VA

Stillwater, MN

Kettering Adult Figure
Skating Club

RMU Island Sports
Center

Stamford Twin Rinks

Dayton, OH

Pittsburgh, PA

Kingsgate Arena

Rosemount Ice Arena

Kirkland, WA

Rosemount, MN

Breckenridge, CO

Las Vegas Hockey LLC
Las Vegas Ice Center

Roseville
Skating Center

Las Vegas, NV

Roseville, MN

Stamford, CT

Stephen C. West
Ice Arena

*

Dover, NH
*

*

Darien, CT

Pepsi Beverages
Company*
Manchester, NH

ProSharp, Inc.

*

Marlboro, MA

Skating
Registration, Inc.*
New Rochelle, NY

American
Insurance Agency

Cimco Refrigeration

NiceRink

Mobile, AL

Genoa City, WI

Del Arbour LLC

Riedell Skate Co.

Milford, CT

Red Wing, MN

Fine Designs, Inc.

RinkMusic

Dallas, TX

Woodland Hills, CA

First Niagara
Specialty Insurance

Safehold Special
Risk, Inc.

Buffalo, NY

Portsmouth, NH

Harlick & Co, Inc.

Skates US, Inc.

San Carlos, CA

Richmond, IN

Ice Light Productions

SP-Teri Co., Inc.

Seal Beach, CA

South San
Francisco, CA

Ice Princess
Pillows by Dolly
Duke Designs, Inc.
Wellington, FL

Stangco Industrial
Equipment, Inc.
Santa Ana, CA

Latec Instruments, Inc. Unicorn Sportswear
Exeter, ON

Carrollton, TX

Maximum
Solutions, Inc.

US Icewear Inc

Edina, MN

East Hanover, NJ

Quincy, MA

Mollenberg-Betz, Inc.

Willy Bietak
Productions, Inc.

Becker Arena
Products, Inc.

Buffalo, NY

Los Angeles, CA

Sun City Blades

Munters Corporation

Zamboni Company

El Paso, TX

Savage, MN

Amesbury, MA

Paramount, CA

For membership information, contact Jane Schaber at jane@skateisi.org or (972) 735-8800.
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CALENDAR

23-25....... Las Vegas NV
Las Vegas Ice Center
ISI Adult
Championships

ISI-Endorsed Competitions
and Shows & Exhibitions
Deadline for the next EDGE calendar: Oct. 1
For calendar updates, see skateisi.org (Events).

24-25....................................Rockland MA
Winterland Skating School
29 th Annual Halloween Classic

NOVEMBER
COMPETITIONS
SEPTEMBER
11-13 ..................................... Arlington TX
ICE at The Parks
12 th Annual ISI Open Competition
18................................................... Peoria IL
Owens Recreation Center
Fall Spectacular
19...........................................Fort Myers FL
Fort Myers Skatium
2nd Annual Skate Cup
26-27 ..................................... Valencia CA
Ice Station Valencia
10 th Annual Autumn Classic
27.............................................Belmont CA
Belmont Iceland
In-House Competition

8..........................................Johnstown PA
Planet Ice
Falling Leaf Challenge
15 ............................................Anaheim CA
The Rinks – Anaheim Ice
15th Annual Anaheim ICE Synchronized
Team Championships

4-6............McKinney TX
Dr Pepper StarCenter
ISI Holiday Challenge
5............................................Marlboro MA
FMC Navin Arena
Icicle Invitational
11-13.................................... Northbrook IL
Northbrook Sports Center
Winter Welcome

JANUARY

4............................................Escondito CA
Ice-Plex Escondido
Haunted Halloween
Spooktacular ISI Open
10............................................ Roseville CA
Skatetown Ice Arena
Octoberfest
17............................................. Oak Lawn IL
Oak Lawn Park Ice Arena
Reach for the Stars
18................................... Redwood City CA
Nazareth Ice Oasis
October Challenge

16-17 ................................... San Diego CA
Kroc Center Ice
2016 Kroc Center Ice ISI Open
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1-3..........................................Knoxville TN
Ice Chalet
47th Annual Robert Unger ISI Team
Competition
8-10..........St. Peters MO
St. Peter’s Rec-Plex
ISI Synchronized
Championships

JULY
25-30.............Blaine MN
Schwan Super Rink
ISI World
Recreational Team
ChampionshipsWS &

DECEMBER

OCTOBER

24........................................Simi Valley CA
Iceoplex Simi Valley
Iceoplex Simi Valley 13th Annual
Open House

APRIL

SHOWS & EXHIBITIONS
AUGUST
8/18 -11/18............................ Roseville CA
Skatetown Ice Arena
Skatetown Exhibitions

DECEMBER
5-6....................................Franklin Park IL
Franklin Park Ice Arena
Franklin’s Toyland
19............................................ Arlington TX
ICE at The Parks
Holiday at The Parks

2016 SHOWS & EXHIBITIONS

FEBRUARY
12-14..............Orlando FL
RDV Sportsplex
ISI Winter Classic
13-14................................................Niles IL
Niles Iceland
Sweetheart Open
27-28....................................... Newark OH
Lou & Gib Reese Ice Arena
2016 Newark Spring Open

MARCH
5-6.............................................Natick MA
FMC William Chase Arena
Natick 45th Annual ISI Competition

MAY
13-15.......................................... Franklin IL
Franklin Park Ice Arena

LIKE US ON
Ice Skating Institute
FOLLOW US:
@skateisi
iceskatingisi
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ISI / PSA CONFERENCES
& TRADE SHOW
SEE YOU NEXT YEAR IN LAS VEGAS!

MAY 31 - JUNE 4, 2016

District News & Seminars
EDITOR’S NOTE: District News should be limited
to no more than 300 words and must include the
writer’s name and district/association title as well
as a head shot. The deadline for the Winter 2015
issue is Sept. 30. Send to editor@skateisi.org.

ISI District 11

(Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas)

by Caroline Baker, District Director

District 11 had a good summer. The District
11 Championship was held May 13, 14 and
15 at the Dr Pepper Star Center in Farmers
Branch, Texas.
The top five team placements were:
• 1st Galleria Ice Skating Center – Dallas
• 2nd ICE at The Parks – Arlington
• 3rd Dr Pepper Star Center – Farmers Branch
• 4th Dr Pepper Star Center – McKinney
• 5th Sun City Blades – El Paso
ICE at The Parks held their annual Learn To Skate, Summer
Show on June 13. Two hundred-plus skaters participated.
ICE at The Parks in Arlington, Texas, will host their 12th
Annual Open Competition on Sept. 12 and 13.
ISI Holiday Challenge will be held Dec. 4-6 at Dr Pepper
StarCenter in McKinney, Texas. Test deadline is Oct. 10.
Entry forms are due on that day.
Sun City Blades in El Paso, Texas, is scheduled to re-open
for the season on Sept. 15.
The District 11 Seminar will take place Sunday, Oct. 4 at
Galleria Ice Skating Center in Dallas. Be sure to check the District
11 Facebook page for more information and course schedule.

ISI District 16
(Alaska)

by Cindy Solberg, District Director

ISI in District 16 is going strong. Our events
this winter and spring had all-time high
participation numbers.
March took us once more to Wasilla
for the annual Ididaskate Competition —
always well run and attended. Skating and
Competition Director Sheree Hugli does a

magnificent job!
In April, we were in Soldotna for the annual Riverskate
Competition — always the biggest event of the season. It was
huge this year and we had to extend it for three long days, but
we made it through. Dedicated judges, coaches and volunteers worked hard to make it successful.
I am happy to announce that we returned to Fairbanks
in July for a competition. Debby Cook deserves to be commended for giving ISI strong roots in the interior of our state.
The competition once sponsored by the Harry J. McDonald
Center will move to the beginning of December and it will
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be given a holiday theme. We have received a lot of interest in this event so far, so I anticipate another successful ISI
endeavor that, perhaps, will become an annual event.
As usual, conference was an invaluable event, filled with
excellent educational sessions and opportunities to catch up
with old friends and meet new ones.

2015-16 Seminar Schedule
FREE DISTRICT SEMINARS, offering essential networking and
career enhancement tools, are scheduled annually across the
country for current ISI Professional members and arena staff.
Instructor seminars provide a venue for skating instructors and
skating directors to discuss the latest in teaching techniques,
industry trends and rule revisions. Instructors participate in video
judging exercises while sharing tips and helpful hints. A wealth of
industry updates and educational information is included in each
year’s seminar manual, distributed at no charge to all attendees.
Some districts also incorporate weSKATE Instructor Training
sessions into their seminar schedule, allowing coaches to maximize
their educational opportunity (separate registration fee required).
Following are seminar dates available at press time. For more
details or if your district seminar is not listed below, please watch
skateisi.org/seminars for updates or contact your ISI district director.
DISTRICT 1

DISTRICT 10

Sunday, Aug. 30

Sunday, Sept. 13

Concord, MA
Host: Alane Swiderski
aswiderski@fmcicesports.com

Roseville Skating Center,
St. Paul, MN
Host: Jane Schaber
jschaber@superrink.org

DISTRICT 2

Sunday, Sept. 20
White Township Recreation
Complex, Indiana, PA
Host: Robyn Bentley, Ryan
Shaffer & Beth Addis
robynbsk8r@aol.com
weSKATE Instructor certification, Core level offered
Pre-Registration required
DISTRICT 7

Sunday, Sept. 27
9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Miami University of OH, Oxford
Host: Jamie Baringer &
Cassandra MacDonald
jbaring@bgsu.edu

DISTRICT 11

Sunday, Oct. 4
Galleria Skating Center,
Dallas, TX
Host: Caroline Baker
caroline-theice@sbcglobal.net
DISTRICT 15

Tuesday, Sept. 22
8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Lakewood ICE, Lakewood, CA
Host: Randy Winship
randywin2@gmail.com
RSVP by Sept. 1

2016

DISTRICT 8

DISTRICT 12

Sunday, Aug. 30

Friday, Feb. 26

Centennial Ice Rinks, Wilmette
Park District, Wilmette, Ill.
Host: Amy Forbes
icelandssdirector@yahoo.com

Location: South Suburban
Family Sports, Centennial, CO
Host: Debbie Lane
debbie.lane82@gmail.com
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Why Should YOU Sign Up for
ISI Membership Rewards?

In addition to
immediate cash rewards,
earn ISI Bucks to use
for credits toward ISI
programs, services and
materials.

NOT taking
is
advantage of th
program is like
throwing
away cash!

Last year nearly
$70,000 in rewards
were awarded to
Membership Rewards
participants.

ISI Administrative
members (arenas, clubs
and skating schools) earn
substantial rewards simply
by registering class and
recreational skaters as well as
hockey players with ISI.

s!
Great new
s
embership
Hockey m
ewards
now earn r
too!

What are you waiting for?
Get all the details and sign up today at
skateisi.org/rewards.

Enrollment
is simple
and free!

Earn immediate
rewards for ever
y
skater or player
you register.

It’s an ea
sy and
convenient
way to bo
ost
your facil
ity’s botto
m
line while
providing
your skate
rs and play
ers
with their
own valuab
le
ISI memb
ership
benefits.

And
Another
Thing...

WHY ARE CHILDREN
ABANDONING SPORTS?

Peter Martell
ISI Executive Director

A

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

recent article in the Wall Street
Journal by Brian Costa entitled
“Why Children Are Abandoning
Baseball” raised some provocative questions about the future of youth sports in
America — and the impact it will have on
those who service one or more sports.
According to the article, participation
in baseball – “the All-American game”
– by kids ages 7 – 17 decreased by 41 percent between 2002 and 2013. Likewise,
participation in youth softball declined by
the same percentage over the same period.
So alarming are these figures that new
Major League Baseball Commissioner
Rob Manfred has focused a significant
amount of his time on increasing interest
and participation in youth baseball.
Similarly, participation in other popular sports like basketball and soccer
– down 25 percent each – has decreased
over the same 11-year period. With an
ever-increasing population, we must ask
ourselves why are fewer and fewer kids
participating in sports of all kinds?
Participation in many popular youth
sports has suffered due to the increased
emphasis on sport specialization, according
to Costa. “A pervasive emphasis on performance over mere fun and exercise has
driven many children to focus on one sport
at an early age, making it harder for all sports
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to attract recreational participants,” he says.
As we all know, only a small minority of
participants have the desire, drive, physical ability, mental toughness, parental
support and/or wherewithal to be elite
athletes. So why are so many coaches,
team managers, club or organization
administrators and, most of all, parents
promoting the “benefits” of club, travel,
select or competitive athletics as opposed
to recreational or house league sports?
There are several answers. In the current American culture of pay-to-play
sports with paid professional coaches and,
sometimes, club administrators, it can be
all about the money. For some coaches and
parents it’s ego, status or recognition —
they want to be known as or be associated
with the best. In cases where national organizations or governing bodies are involved,
it is often driven by the need to produce
winning athletes or teams at international
or Olympic championships. Unfortunately,
in all of these scenarios it’s more about
what the athlete can do for them rather
than what they can do for the athlete!
The digital natives of the post-Millennial
generation are smart. They also have more
information, choices and activities at their
disposal than any previous generation. They
understand that the chances of making the
Olympic team or playing in the NHL are

PROGRAM SUPPORT COORDINATOR
— FMC Ice Sports seeks team player
with positive, results-oriented approach
and attitude to provide support to
the operational management and
coordination of FMC’s program and
business-related activities, including
customer service functions and program
support. Work schedule includes nights/
weekends/some holidays. Visit our
website for more information at http://
fmcicesports.com/about-us/careers/ or
email shepburn@fmcicesports.com
GENERAL MANAGERS — Magic Ice
USA is looking for energetic general
managers to supervise all day-today operational aspects of ice rink

venues located throughout the United
States. The rinks are in operation from
November through January. Prior ice
experience and/or credentials in ISI/
iAIM, STAR/NARCE, ORFA or Zamboni
driving are helpful. All candidates must
successfully pass pre-employment
screening and be able to work evenings/
weekends/holidays as required. Please
email resumes to careers@magiciceusa.
com or fax to (305) 253-3973.
FOR SALE — 997 Model 500 Zamboni
Ice Resurfacer. Runs on propane and
natural gas. Well-maintained and has
good emissions history. Current engine
is eight years old and has new head and
head gaskets. Would serve as excellent

slim. They also know that sports are supposed to be fun. So when participating in
sports starts to become more of a job than
a game they are going to look elsewhere for
their “fun.” That is detrimental to people
like us who are promoting or serving a
sport. Fewer athletes (even if they are better
skilled) means less business — for coaches,
facility owners, national organizations,
equipment suppliers, et al. And for parents,
it means kids looking for something else to
do other than sports – which is not what
most parents want.
It’s time to reassess the current emphasis on elite sports and sport specificity.
What 9 year old knows that he or she
only wants to play hockey or figure skate?
If given ample opportunity to learn, play
and grow to love a sport and, eventually,
prove to have what it takes to be a collegiate or professional athlete, he or she
will rise to the top — and be a happy, wellrounded individual. After all, not every
adult is cut out to be an astronaut or CEO.
Well, neither is every child cut out to be an
elite athlete. However, that doesn’t mean
that all kids (and adults) shouldn’t be
able to compete for as long as they can in
whatever sport(s) they wish. They will be
happier, healthier and more successful, as
will the coaches, facilities, organizations
and parents who are supporting them!
back-up machine. Price: $9,750. Call
Kevin at (973) 655-8030 or email
manager@floydhallarena.com
FIGURE SKATING INSTRUCTOR —
Seeking high-level instructor for classes
and private lessons. Includes working
with Learn-to-Skate program and
special events. Must have previous
figure skating coaching experience.
ISI judging experience and completion
of the ISI Freestyle 7 test or equivalent
preferred. Rates: Private $30-$55/hr.
DOQ&E. Group $23/hr. Contact Connie
Burrus at cburrus@stpetersmo.net
or (636) 477-6600. Visit our website at
www.stpetersmo.net.
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ISI Adult
Championships
Oct. 23-25
Las Vegas Ice Center
Las Vegas, NV
Entry/test deadline: Sept. 1
(Sept. 10 for Collegiate)

skateisi.org/adultchamps

ISI Holiday Challenge
Dec. 4-6
Dr Pepper StarCenter
McKinney, TX
Entry/test deadline: Oct. 10

skateisi.org/holidaychallenge

ISI Winter Classic
Feb. 12-14
RDV Sportsplex Ice Den
Orlando, FL
Entry/test deadline: Dec. 1

skateisi.org/winterclassic

ISI Synchronized
Championships
April 8-10
St. Peters Rec-Plex
St. Peters, MO
Entry deadline: Feb. 1

skateisi.org/synchro

ISI World Recreational
Team Championships
July 25-30
Schwan Super Rink
Blaine, MN
Entry/test deadline: May 1

skateisi.org/worlds

From the locker room to the arena,
Mondo can stand up to the abuse.

TOUGH

SPORT

IMPACT

|

RAMFLEX

WWW.MONDOINDOORSPORTUSA.COM
800

361

3747

mondo@mondousa.com

